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PRES.  DAVID  O.  McKAY 

AN  HONOURED  VISITOR 


THE  ARRIVAL  AND  VISIT  TO  THE 
TRANSVAAL  OF  PRESIDENT  DAVID  O. 
MCKAY,  SISTER  EMMA  RAY  MCKAY 
AND  PRESIDENT  A.  HAMER  REISER  AS 
REPORTED  BY  SISTER  MARY  STARK. 

When  the  members  of  the  Church  in  the 
Transvaal  heard  that  President  David  O. 
McKay,  his  wife  and  President  Reiser  were 
to  pay  us  a  short  visit,  there  was  a  resurgence 
of  spiritual  awareness  and  enthusiasm.  A  week 
before  their  arrival,  President  Duncan  and 
Elder  Dahl  arrived  in  Johannesburg  to  make 
final  preparations  and  with  Elder  Clarke  con- 
tacted the  local  newspapers,  the  Newsreel 
Companies  (at  time  of  writing,  the  arrival  of 
President  McKay  is  being  shown  in  all 
Theatres  in  the  Union  in  the  African  Mirror), 
the  Airport  authorities  and  leading  Statesmen 
and  the  American  Ambassador.  Prior  to 
President  McKay's  visit  the  local  press  gave 
him  good  write-ups. 

On  Saturday  the  9th,  the  Saints  gathered  at 
the  Jan  Smuts  Airport  where  they  eagerly 
awaited  the  arrival  of  the  Pan-American  Air- 
ways plane  with  its  important  load.  When 
President  and  Sister  McKay  and  President 
Reiser  alighted  from  the  plane  they  were  con- 
fronted by  a  battery  of  flood-lights  with  photo- 
graphers' flash  bulbs  adding  to  the  galaxy  of 
light.  They  were  greeted  by  President  Duncan 
and  the  Transvaal  District  Presidency.  After 
their  greetings  little  June  Muir  presented  a 
beautiful  bouquet  of  flowers  to  Sister  McKay 
on  behalf  of  the  Ramah  Relief  Society. 

Meanwhile  the  four  hundred  Saints  gathered 
above  the  tarmac  and  sang  "We  Thank  Thee  O 
God  for  a  Prophet"  with  deep  feeling  and 
mingled  emotions.  After  President  McKay 
had  acknowledged  the  welcome  in  song  with 
a  wave  he  and  his  party  passed  through  the 
Customs  Department,  where  he  was  treated 
with  extreme  courtesy  and  the  least  delay  and 
he  then  passed  through  a  corridor  of  smiling 
saints  to  proceed  to  the  lounge  where  he  gave 
press  interviews. 

The  following  day  the  Duncan  Hall  was 
packed  with  Saints  from  all  parts  of  the  Trans- 
vaal, Durban,  Bloemfontein  and  Rhodesia. 
At   last   the    signal   was   given   —   the   Saints 


arose  as  one  when  President  and  Sister 
McKay,  President  Reiser  and  President 
Duncan  entered  and  the  physical  thrill  felt 
was  a  spiritual  awareness  that  we  were  meet- 
ing with  a  veritable  Prophet,  Seer  and  Revela- 
tor  of  the  Lord,  who  had  brightened  our  lives 
by  being  the  first  of  the  General  Authorities  to 
visit  this  Mission.  When  Sister  McKay  arose 
to  speak  to  the  gathering  everyone  listened 
intently  to  this  lovely,  humble  woman  who  has 
been  the  partner  of  such  a  great  man  as  Presi- 
dent McKay,  and  her  goodness  fairly  shone 
from  her  countenance 

President  McKay's  long-awaited  address 
was  received  in  a  silence  indicative  of  the  inter- 
est felt  by  everyone  present.  His  impressive, 
sincere  talk  will  long  be  remembered  by  the 
Saints.  The  impression  gained  by  most  of  us 
was  one  of  the  deejj  humility  evinced  by  Presi- 
dent McKay  and  the  thought  came  that  the 
truly  great  are  truly  humble. 

In  the  afternoon  the  hall  was  again  filled 
and  again  a  spiritual  feast  was  served  to  the 
eager  attentive  saints.  President  McKay's 
burning  testimony  and  rousing  call  to  the 
Saints  to  be  the  fine  people  they  are  capable  of 
being  left  everyone  with  the  determination,  in 
varying  degrees,  to  emulate  this  great  man. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  afternoon  a  pre- 
sentation of  finely  mounted  elephant  tusk  on 
imbuia  wood  was  made  to  President  and  Sister 
.McKay  on  behalf  of  the  Transvaal  District.  In 
reply  Sister  McKay  thanked  the  members 
graciously  and  said  that  she  had  reCeived  her 
"present"  in  the  warm  welcome  accorded  them 
which  she  had  felt  in  her  heart  and  in  the 
lovely  bouquet  given  the  day  previous.  Presi- 
dent McKay  paraphrased  Robert  Burns'  verse 
wherein  he  asked  no  more  than  a  "South 
African  Welcome." 

The  following  day  President  McKay  was 
taken  to  Pretoria  by  President  Duncan  to  visit 
the  American  Ambassador,  the  Hon.  W. 
Gallman  and  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Schoeman, 
M.P.,  Minister  for  Labour.  While  return- 
ing from. Pretoria  to  Johannesburg,  President 
McKay  and  party  stopped  at  the  "Voortrek- 
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Missionary  Convention 


(By  Elder  Jack  E.  Dahl.) 

"We  deem  it  an  honour  and  a  blessing  to 
have  President  David  O.  McKay,  his  sweet 
wife  Sister  McKay  and  President  A.  Hamer 
Reiser  with  us,"  said  President  Leroy  H. 
Duncan  as  he  opened  the  Missionary  Conven- 
tion. 

An  honour  and  blessing  it  was,to  have  our 
beloved  Prophet  presiding  over  the  Convention 
and  expressing  words  of  counsel  and  en- 
couragement to  the  54  missionaries  gathered 
for  the  occasion. 

After  a  warm  and  sincere  welcome  to  our 
honoured  visitors,  President  Duncan  expressed 
appreciation  for  the  many  choice  blessings  of 
the  Lord,  and  acknowledged  His  hand  in  all 
the  achievements  of  the  past  year.  The  Mis- 
sionaries were  commended  by  our  Mission 
President  for  their  faithful  labours  and  their 
untiring  efforts  in  serving  the  Lord.  President 
Duncan  gave  a  brief  review  of  the  achieve- 
ments in  the  year  1953  and  of  the  growth  of 
the  mission  during  that  period. 

President  McKay  graciously  accepted  to 
address  us  at  the  commencing  session  and  his 
words  will  never  be  forgotten  by  the  attentive 
listeners. 

"A  Missionary  is  a  Representative,"  ex- 
claimed President  McKay.  "He  represents  his 
family,  his  Church  and  the  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ." 

Other  comments  such  as  "Once  a  Mission- 
ary, always  a  Missionary,"  and  "Trust"  were 
topics  also  enlarged  upon  in  the  course  of 
his  speaking. 

The  Convention,  climaxing  a  year  of  in- 
valuable missionary  experience,  was  a  time  of 
exchanging  methods  and  ideas  on  Gospel 
presentation,  travel,  reports,  health  and  many 
other  items  concerning  missionary  labours. 
The  classes  conducted  on  the  various  topics  by 
the  missionaries  were  excellently  prepared  and 
well  delivered.  Time  and  effort  spent  on  care- 
ful preparation  and  the  humility  exhibited  in 
the  presentation  of  assigned  subjects  added 
much  to  the  worth  and  spirit  of  Convention. 

Every  minute  of  Convention,  from  January 
13th  to  January  18th  was  thoroughly  enjoyed 
but  the  Highlight  came  on  Saturday — the  day 
set  apart  for  Missionary  Fast  and  Testimony 
Meeting.  For  almost  ten  hours  President  and 
Sister  McKay  sat  through  the  physically  tiring. 


but  yet  spiritually  uplifting  and  refreshing 
meetings.  In  the  beautiful  spirit  of  brotherly 
love,  tears  of  joy  and  happiness  were  in  the 
eyes  and  hearts  of  the  group  as  each  mis- 
sionary stood  on  his  feet  and  declared  his  testi- 
mony to  the  truthfulness  and  divinity  of  this 
missionary  work  —  to  the  reality  of  Christ's 
atoning  sacrifice  and  to  the  divine  calling  of 
our  Prophet  David  O.  McKay.  To  bear 
humble  witness  that  President  O.  McKay  was 
a  true  Prophet  of  Cod  while  standing  and 
looking  into  his  very  eyes  was  indeed  a  sacred 
and  unforgettable  moment.  With  thanksgiving 
and  gratitude  the  Theme  of  the  Testimonial 
meeting  patlcrned  itself  into  that  of  love  and 
honour  for  the  beloved  parents  sacrificing 
back  home.  Finally,  as  a  fitting  climax  to  a 
perfect  day.  President  McKay  arose  and  bore 
stron.c  testimonv  to  the  importance  of  livipg 
the  GosDel  and  teaching  it  to  the  people  of 
this  land. 

Two  inspirational  conference  meetings  were 
held  on  Sunday  17th.  with  missionaries,  mem- 
bers and  investigators  attending.  The  talks 
given  by  oui»  Mission  Presidency,  President 
Reiser  and  President  and  Sister  McKay  stirred 
the  hearts  of  all  those  in  attendance. 

Early  Monday  morning  the  missionaries 
gathered  at  'Cumorah'  and  from  there  left  on 
a  chartered  bus  to  see  the  beauties  of  the 
Peninsula.  Cape  Point,  Muizenberg  and  many 
other  places  of  interest  were  visited.  Though^ 
windy  and  slightly  warm,  the  beauties  of  the 
Cape  triumphed  over  the  discomforts  of 
nature  and  the  day  was  one  of  complete  en- 
joyment. 

Monday  night  the  Convention  Banquet  was 
held.  This  was  the  concluding  event  on  the 
Convention  programme.  Delicious  food,  pre- 
pared by  Sister  Nora  Duncan  and  her  very 
efficient  helpers  corresponded  perfectly  with 
the  well  arranged  and  well  presented  pro- 
gramme. Elder  Grant  E.  Olson  proved  to  be 
a  capable  Master  of  Ceremonies  and  was  sup- 
ported faithfully  by  an  appreciative  audience. 

President  McKay  was  the  concluding 
speaker  and  once  again  expressed  appreciation 
for  his  royal  welcome  and  reception  in  South 
Africa. 

With  renewed  determination  the  South 
African  Missionaries  left  Capt  Town  for  their 
various  fields  of  labour  on  Tuesday.  January 
19th. 
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FRES.  McKAY  Continued 

ker  Monument."  President  McKay  was  very 
much  impressed  with  this  masterpiece  and  the 
history  of  events  leading  to  its  erection. 

While  in  Johannesburg,    President    McKay 

Visited  the  new  chapel,  site  where  the  erection 
of  a  chapel  will  soon  he  commenced. 

Alter  their  short  stay;  spent  in  the  Carlton 

J-iotel,  the  visitors  left  for  Cape  Town,  leaving 
behind  them  a  group  of  Saints  who  had  been 
edified  and  gratified  at  the  opportunity  of  see- 
ing and  hearing  the  Leader  of  the  Church. 


1  HE  ARRIVAL  AND  VISIT  OF  PRESI- 

1  DENT  DAVID  O.  McKAY,  SISTER  EMMA 
RAY      McKAY      AND      PRESIDENT      A. 

' HAMER    RESIER    TO    CAPE    TOWN    AS 

1  REPORTED  BY  SISTER  BEATRICE 
SMITH.  I 

This  has  probably  been  the  most  historic 
month  in  the  history  of  the  South  African 
Mission.    For  we  have,  one  and  all,  been  agog 

'  with  anticipation  at  the  prospect  of  meeting 
President  David  O.  McKay,  and  we  have  all 
felt  that  this  is  the  most  signal  honour  that  has 
even  been  our  lot. 

The  12th  January  dawned  bright  and  clear 

;  and  as  many  of  us  as  could  get  there  found  our 
way  to  Wingfield  Airport.  As  the  time  of 
arrival  drew  near  all  eyes  were  turned  to  the 
«ky,  and  then  we  saw  the  "Skymaster"  and  our 
excitement  grew  even  more  intense.  As  the 
great  silver  bird  touched  down,  we  all  scanned 

.her  for  a  first  glimpse  of  the  Prophet  of  God. 
Through  the  windows,  we  could  see  his  silver 
hair — and  lumps  rose  in  our  throats,  as  we 
realised  that  here  at  last  was  the  one  we 
awaited.  As  the  visitors  came  across  the  tar- 
mac, the  song  of  greeting,  "We  Thank  Thee  O 
God  for  a  Prophet"  swelled  to  welcome  them. 
Sister  Duncan  stepped  forward  and  presented 
Sister  McKay  with  a    beautiful    bouquet    of 

.flowers.  A  word  for  the  press — smiles  for  the 
cam^^a-men  (amateur  and  professional)  and 
fhe  little  party  was  on  its  way  towards  us. 
Tears  dimmed  the  eyes,  voices  were  hushed  as 
we  pared  hungrily  at  this  man  of  God  who  had 
vcavel'ed  halfway  across  the  world  to  be  with 
us.     We  felt  that  indeed  we  had  lived  to  see 

•  the  dawning  of  a  great  day  to  have  had  the 
supreme  honour  of  meeting  President  David 
O.  McKay  in  person. 

Fridav.   the    15th,   was  the   evening  of  the 

•Co^vpntion  Concert.  We  were  honoured  to 
tiave  in  the  audience  President  and  Sister 
Mo^v  ?»nd  President  Reiser.  Everybody  was 
on  ton  of  his  or  her  form  as  we  all  wanted  to 
give  of  our  best  to  these  distinguished  visitors. 


Alter  the  programme,  we  had  the  privilege  of 
hearing  from  President  McKay  who  spoke  of 
the  influence  of  music  on  our  lives  and  of  its 
place  in  the  home  and  the  Church. 

Is  there  a  member  of  the  Cape  District  who 
will  ever  forget  Sunday,  17th  January,  1954? 
I  don't  think  so.  To  see  the  Prophet  on  the 
stand  with  our  own  loved  Mission  Presidency 
was  a  source  of  deep  satisfaction,  but  to  know 
that  he  was  to  address  us  was  a  great  antici- 
pation. We  had  talks  from  President  Reiser 
and  Sister  McKay  as  well.  When  Sister  Emma 
Rae  McKay  rose  to  her  feet  and  told  us  of 
the  evil  that  may  come  through  unconsidered 
gossip  and  repeating  of  those  choice  tit-bits  of 
scandal,  her  words  were  so  wise  and  simple 
that  tears  rose  again  to  our  eyes.  The  final 
speaker  of  the  morning  was  President  David 
O.  McKay.  Our  children  may  rejoice  ex- 
ceedingly that  he  addressed  his  remarks  to 
them  and  told  them  of  the  unbelievable  wealth 
that  was  theirs,  and  of  the  gratitude  that  they 
should  bear  to  the  Heavenly  Father  for  his 
bountiful  gifts.  When  the  service  was  over,  old 
and  young  had  the  opportunity  to  speak  and 
shake  hands  with  the  Prophet,  his  wife  and 
President  Reiser. 

At  seven  o'clock  we  were  again  gathered  to 
hear  from  our  distinguished  Prophet,  his 
wife  and  President  Reiser.  The  talks  were  all 
most  inspiring  and  filled  us  with  a  desire  to 
serve  our  Heavenly  Father  with  gratitude  and 
enthuseiasm. 

As  a  concluding  tribute  to  President  and 
Sister  McKay  by  the  members  of  the  Cape 
District  and  missionaries,  they  were  presented 
with  a  clock  made  from  the  beautiful  Stink- 
wood,  and  also  a  set  of  Ebony  Elephant  Book- 
ends.  Both  President  and  Sister  McKay 
thanked  the  people  for  their  love  and  appre- 
ciation and  told  them  they  would  always 
treasure  these  gifts. 

The  following  afternoon  at  the  airport, 
there  was  a  goodly  crowd  of  people  to  see 
President  McKay  and  his  companions  start  on 
the  first  part  of  their  journey  to  South 
America.  With  them  went  our  love  and 
respect  for  great  and  noble  people,  and  our 
only  regret  is  that  their  stay  was  so  brief. 


CONVENTION  Continued 

The  Convention  had  been  a  heart-warming 
experience  and  now  with  goals  set  high  and 
the  theme  "I  will  not  disappoint  those  who 
have  faith  in  me"  as  a  guide,  we  are  de- 
termined to  make  1954  a  "Banner  Year"  in  the 
South  African  Mission. 
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CONFERENCE  ADDRESS 


The  Address  of  President  David  O.  McKay 
Given  at  the  Morning  Session  of  the 
Transvaal  District  Conference,  January 
10,  1954. 

My  Brethren  and  Sisters:  You  have  ex- 
pressed your  appreciation  of  the  presence  of 
Sister  McKay,  President  Reiser  and  me,  now  1 
wish  to  express  our  joy  in  meeting  you.  This 
is  the  realization  of  a  30  year  old  desire.  Thirty 
years  ago  when  I  presided  over  the  European 
Mission  and  the  British  Mission,  I  was  closely 
associated  by  correspondence  with  the  South 
African  Mission  and  I  wished  then  that  it  were 
possible  to  pay  a  visit  to  this  mission.  It  was 
not  possible  at  that  time,  nor  has  it  been  con- 
venient for  any  succeededing  president  of  the 
British  Mission  to  visit  this  part  of  the  Church. 

This  morning  that  30  year  old  desire  is  ful- 
filled. My  heart  is  overflowing  with  gratitude 
that  the  opportunity  is  ours. 

May  I  express  with  others,  sincere  apprecia- 
tion of  the  welcome  extended  by  the  Johannes- 
burg Customs  officials  last  evening,  and  also 
by  the  officials  of  the  Pan  American  Airways. 

As  we  stepped  out  of  the  plane  and  saw 
those  flood  lights  arranged  by  your  local 
photographers,  we  were  introduced  to  one  of 
the  most  gracious  welcomes  ever  extended  to 
visitors. 

I  was  sorry  our  plane  was  late,  and  dusk  had 
set  in  so  we  could  not  see  the  500  faces  who 
greeted  us  with  beautiful  Church  songs,  and 
somewhat  regretful  too  that  the  10,000  mile 
flight  had  rather  wearied  us,  so  we  thought  it 
inadvisable  to  detain  you  to  shake  hands,  but 
we  hope  to  have  that  privilege  today. 

Thank  you:  the  airplane  officials,  the  cus- 
toms and  immigration  officials,  the  Presidency 
of  the  Mission,  of  the  district,  and  all  the 
members  who  so  graciously  welcomed  us  to 
South  Africa. 

I  pray  that  the  visit  may  be  productive  of 
good.  To  that  end  we  invoke  the  guiding  in- 
fluence of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  There  are 
two  great  sources  of  strength  in  this  Church. 
One:  the  sustaining  influence  of  the  member- 
ship and  what  is  more  important.  Two:  the 
guiding  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  With 
these  two  sources  of  strength,  officials  cannot 
help  but  succeed. 

You  have  demonstrated  your  co-operative 
influence,  your  hearty  support  for  which  we 
are  very  grateful. 

I  asked  you  to  sing  that  stanza  from   "O 


How  Lovely  was  the  Morning,"  because  I 
should  like  to  take  the  words  therein  as  a  text 
this  morning. 

"Joseph,  this  is  my  beloved  Son.  Hear 
Him,"  and  also  "This  is  my  beloved  Son  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleased." 

I  ask  you  fathers  and  mothers  if  you  can 
think  of  any  greater  blessing  in  this  life  that 
can  come  to  you  than  for  you  to  be  able  to 
say  of  your  son  and  sons,  "This  is  my  beloved 
son,  these  are  my  beloved  sons,  in  whom  I  am 
well    pleased." 

What  a  wealth  compared  with  the  satisfac- 
tion and  joy  of  parenthood,  in  children  who 
are  worthy  of  your  name.  Truly  they  are  the 
wealth  of  eternity. 

One  fundamental  purpose  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  to  estab- 
lish homes  in  which  children  will  develop 
nobility  of  character,  children  who  will  be 
proud  to  bring  honour  to  the  names  they 
bear,  who  will  be  noble,  upright  citizens  and 
who  will  strive  always  to  approach  the  char- 
acter, the  perfect  character,  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

You  note  what  I  say:  who  will  strive  to 
approach  the  perfectness  of  the  character  of 
Jesus,  the  one  perfect  gentleman  who  ever 
walked  the  earth  —  the  one  perfect  character. 
Our  Saviour,  of  whom  His  Father  said:  "This 
is  my  beloved  Son." 

That  purpose  alone — to  build  happy  homes, 
to  develop  men  and  women  of  noble  character 
would  justify  all  the  missionary  effort  that  is 
being  put  forth  to  spread  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

I  ask  again:  Can  you  think  of  anything  that 
is  more  worthy  of  achieving? 

To  have  a  son  who  is  prodigal,  who  will  say 
to  his  father,  "Give  me  of  my  substance  that  T 
may  spend  it."  and  then  to  spend  it  in  riotous 
living  is  to  have  a  son  who  brings  sorrow  to 
the  father,  or  I  will  saw  disgrace  and  sorrow 
to  parents,  and  who  soils  the  good  name  given 
him. 

There  is  no  happiness  in  such  a  life.  I  do 
not  know  of  a  worthy  father  who  would  not 
consider  that  part  of  his  life  has  been  lost,  if 
if  his  name  be  not  perpetuated  by  a  noble  son 
or  dauehter. 

I    am    not    unmindful    when    I    make    that 

statement  that  our  Father  in  Heaven  lost  'nm» 

of  His  children  in  the  war  in  Heaven.    TbM  fa 

because  he  has   eiven    to    man    the    ereatest 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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Elder  Matthew  Cowley 


Excerpts   taken    from   the    address    given     by 

President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  at  the  Funeral 

Service  of  Apostle  Matthew  Cowley,  who  died 

December  13,  1953. 

Matt,  and  we  all  familiarly  called  him  so, 
was  not  cut  in  the  normal  pattern  of  most  of 
us.  He  was  his  own  pattern.  Rare  gifts, 
rarely  combined.  He  was  a  lowly  man.  He 
wished  to  be  considered  as  he  was.  Place  and 
authority  never  turned  his  head.  He  was 
always  the  humble  servant  of  all  with  whom 
he  associated. 

His  guiding  star,  I  think,  was  that  the  worth 
of  souls  is  great  in  the  sight  of  God.  He  did 
not  need  to  cultivate  this,  it  was  born  with 
him,  the  truth  of  that  great  Scripture. 

He  loved  mankind  and  mankind  loved  him. 
Youth  looked  to  him  for  encouragement,  for 
advice,  for  counsel.  They  eagerly  heard  him 
and  so  far  as  they  were  able,  followed  his 
leadership.  Old  age  turned  to  him  for  com- 
fort, consolation,  upbuilding  and  faith,  the 
strengthening  of  testimony. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  faith,  faith  that  had 
worked  miracles,  of  which  occasionally  he 
told  us.  Faith  with  him  was  a  living  principle. 
He  lived  in  his  daily  life  so  that  when  he  was 
called  to  the  bedside  of  the  sick  and  maimed, 
nothing  stood  between  him  and  his  Maker 
whom  he  invoked  through  his  Priesthood  the 
blessings  of  the  Lord  upon  those  who  were  re- 
ceiving his  administration. 

He  was  the  "Good  Samaritan."  Those  who 
fell  among  spiritual  thieves  and  were  robbed 
of  their  food  and  of  their  raiment  and  were 
beaten,  those  who  came  to  him  for  comfort. 


for  consolation,  for  upbuilding.  Others  might 
pass  them  by  as  did  the  priests,  in  the  parable, 
without  crossing  the  street  to  see  if  they  were 
injured;  others  might  come  and  stand  beside 
the  suffering  soul  and  pass  on.  But  he  went 
and  administered  to  their  needs.  He  built  up 
their  faith  in  themselves,  a  priceless  boon  to 
those  who  suffered.  He  brought  into  their 
hearts  hope  and  encouragement.  He  gave 
them  advice  and  counsel,  and  day  or  night, 
when  they  called,  he  answered.  No  one  ever 
came  to  him  in  vain. 

Sister  Elva,  I  would  like  to  say,  as  you  know, 
Matt  still  lives.  He  is  waiting  for  you  and  for 
Jewel  and  for  Tony  and  for  all  the  rest  .  .  . 

And  to  Sister  Jewel  and  to  Tony  and  to  his 
brothers  and  sisters,  I  say  the  same  thing. 
Proud  should  you  be  that  you  were  the  wife  of 
a  man  so  great  and  noble,  a  man  who  had 
done  so  much  good  in  the  world,  who  has  left 
so  many  friends  who  will  be  friends  to  you. 
Happy  should  you  be,  Jewel,  that  you  were 
sired  by  such  a  father.  And  blessed  are  you 
Tony,  that  you  have  been  brought  into  that 
family,  a  family  that  is  true  to  the  Lord,  a 
family  that  will  go  on  through  all  eternity.  .  . 

.  .  .  God  bless  you,  give  you  comfort,  pray  to 
Him  and  He  will  hear  you.  I  know  that.  And 
may  the  Lord  be  with  all  of  us,  may  we  re- 
member the  great  teachings  of  this  great  man. 
may  we  put  the  same  into  practice  of  our 
lives.  May  he  give  us  increased  testimony,  ever 
enlarging  knowledge  that  we  mav  more  fullv 
serve  him.  T  loved  this  man.  T  believe  he 
loved  me.  God  be  with  us  all.  I  humbly  pray, 
in  the  name  of  Jesus.     Amen. 


CONFERENCE  ADDRESS  Continued 
blessing  next  to  life  itself — free  agency.     You 
have  your  right,  young  man  to  choose  your 
life  and  what  it  will  be.     No  man  will  force 
you  to  heaven. 

"He  will  call,  persuade,  direct  aright. 
Bless  with  wisdom,  love  and  light. 
In  nameless  ways  be  good  and  kind, 
But  never  force  the  human  mind. 
Freedom  and  reason  make  us  men. 
Take  these  away,  what  are  we  then? 
Mere  animals,  and  just  as  well, 
The  beasts  may  talk  of  heaven  and  hell." 
Each  one  is  free  to  choose. 

When  the  Lord  gave  man  his  free  agency, 
says  one  great  scientist  who  approached  that 
truth  by  reason,  He  relinquished  a  part  of  His 


own  omnipotence  and  gave  it  to  His  children, 
to  each  one,  and  each  one  has  the  responsi- 
bility of  choosing  his  life  and  making  it  for 
himself.  Without  that  no  man  could  progress 
towards  divine  perfection. 

But  T  repeat  —  one  great  purpose  of  the 
Church  is  to  establish  homes  in  which  children 
may  grow  up  with  noble  characters  to  become 
worthy  sons  and  daughters,  and  to  perpetuate 
nobility  in  communities  and  in  the  world. 
That  is  one  thing.  Others  we  can  speak  of 
later. 

This  morning,  with  these  boys  and  girls 
occupying  the  front  seats  T  thought  I  would 
like  to  emphasize  that  phase. 

(Continued  on  page  23) 
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A  Rotarian  emphasized  the  importance  of  it, 
when  he  said  to  the  boys,  talking  of  friendship: 
"You  ought  to  be  fine" 

"You  ought  to  be  fine, 

For  the  sake  of  the  friends 
Who  think  you  are  fine. 
If  others  have  faith  in  you, 
Doubly  you  are  bound  to  stick 
To  the  line. 
It  is  not  only  on  you  that 

Dishonour  descends, 
You  cannot  hurt  yourself, 

Without  hurting  your  friends." 
The  second  stanza  is  directly  applicable  to  our 
theme: 

"You  ought  to  be  true  for  the 

Sake  of  the  friends 
Who  think  you  are  true. 
You  never  should  stoop 

To  a  deed  that  your  folks 
Think  you  would  not  do. 
If  you  are  false  to  yourself 

Be  the  blemish  tho'  small, 
You  have  injured  your  folks — 
You've  been  false  to  them  all." 
Then  he  concludes: 

"For  friendship,  my  boy, 

Is  founded  on  truth. 
It  believes  in  the  best 

Of  the  one's  that  it  loves. 
Whether  old  men  or  youth. 
And  the  strain  it  runs  out 
For  me  and  for  you 

Is  to  be  what  our  folks 
Think  we  are,  through  and  through." 
There  is  a  beautiful  story  about  the  mother 
who  founded  Rome,  or  early  in  the  beginning 
of  that  great  empire.     Briefly  this  is  it: 

A  very  distinguished,  though  vain  lady  upon 
whom  wealth  had  been  lavished  in  the  form  of 
diamonds,  rubies,  emeralds,  and  pearls,  ex- 
hibited her  jewels  before  the  people,  thousands 
of  whom  came  to  see  these  brilliant  necklaces, 
bracelets  and  other  adornments. 

Among  the  crowd  came  one  woman  who 
was  heard  to  say,  "Her  jewels  cannot  com- 
pare with  mine."  And  the  vain  woman  think- 
ing that  she  herself  had  the  most  precious 
jewels  in  all  the  land  said  to  a  servant:  "Follow 
that  woman.     I  must  see  her  jewels." 

Next  morning  the  lady  called  on  the  woman 
who  had  said  the  lady's  "jewels  cannot  com- 
pare with  mine"  and  haughtily  she  challenged 
the  woman  saying  "Show  me  your  jewels." 

Humbly  the  mother  called  to  her  side  two 
little  boys  and  placing  her  arms  around  each 
of  her  boys,  she  faced  the  lady  and  said, 
"These  are  my  jewels." 


I  think  she  was  right.  No  diamonds,  rubies, 
pearls  or  emeralds  can  compare  with,  as 
eternal  jewels,  our  children. 

How  glorious  it  is  that  in  the  Restored 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  husband  and  wife, 
lather  and  mother,  may  be  sealed  for  time  and 
all  eternity,  and  their  children  be  their  eternal 
jewels. 

Some  day,  let  us  hope,  that  house  of  the 
Lord,  where  these  sacred  ceremonies  may  be 
performed,  may  be  more  conveniently  acces- 
sible to  the  people  here  in  South  Africa.  In 
Europe  the  first  one  is  now  under  construc- 
tion, and  plans  for  another  in  Great  Britain. 
Why  should  not  the  members  of  the  Church, 
faithful  and  true  and  loyal  as  we  have  met 
them  this  morning  and  last  evening,  have 
greater  opportunities  given  them?  The  Lord 
is  blessing  the  Church  so  this  may  be  a  realiza- 
tion.    May  God  hasten  the  day! 

I  have  been  particularly  impressed  with  the 
reverence  of  these  services  this  morning,  and 
with  the  attitude  and  reverence  of  these  boys 
and  girls  who  are  occupying  the  front  seats.  I 
should  like  to  include  in  story  form,  the  mes- 
sage I  have  mentioned.  Tf  you  children  will 
answer  a  few  questions  so  that  I  shall  know 
that  you  are  thinking.  T  will  tell  a  story  illus- 
trative of  the  value  of  character. 

(Exhibiting  a  glass  of  water)  'Can  vou  tell 
me  what  I  hold  in  my  hand'  —  Don't  speak 
without  being  called  upon. 

Answer:  A  glass  of  water. 

'What  kind  of  water?" 

Answer:  Pure  water. 

'What  is  tb;s  F  hold  in  mv  hand?'  (Exhibit- 
ing a  fountain  pen.) 

Answer:    A   oen. 

'And  what   is  in   the  pen?' 

Answer:  Ink. 

'I'm  going  to  take  this  plass  of  pure  water 
and  put  iust  one  drop  of  ink  in  it.  Now 
watch.'  (He  inserted  the  pen  and  moved  it 
about  a  bit,  and  ink  spread  from  the  pen  into 
the  water.) 

'Now  what  kind  of  water  is  in  the  glass?' 

Answer:  Tmpure  water. 

'Should  vou  like  to  drink  it  now?' 

'No.  nor  I.  I  have  polluted  it.' 

Now  T  am  thinking  of  this  elass  of  pure 
water  merely  as  an  illustration.  I  am  thinking 
of  that  little  baby,  cherished  so  lovingly  by  a 
father  sitting  down  here  in  a  front  seat,  and 
the  little  baby  in  the  arms  of  a  sweet  mother, 
and  a  little  baby  I  saw  in  the  arms  of  a  mother 
last  nisht.  Of  your  little  baby  sister,  or  baby 
brother  who  has  come  into  the  family  pure 
from  our  Heavenly  Father,  unpolluted  if  the 
(Continued  on  page  24) 
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father  and  mother  have  lived  properly.  Each 
little  baby  has  a  kingly,  or  a  queenly  birth  to 
which  every  baby  is  entitled.  There  is  the  first 
responsibility  of  parenthood.  Every  little  life 
has  a  spirit  just  as  pure  as  that  water  when  I 
held  it  before  you  in  this  glass. 

Now  I  am  thinking  of  what  might  enter  into 
that  little  baby's  life  as  it  grows  to  childhood, 
through  young  manhood  and  womanhood 
that  might  pollute,  note,  that  might  pollute, 
that  little  life  as  the  ink  polluted  that  pure 
water. 

(By  questions  President  McKay  drew  from 
the  children  several  evils  or  vices  that  weaken, 
and  sometimes  destroy  the  characters  of  youth, 
such  as  dishonesty,  manifested  in  cheating, 
stealing,  lying,  swearing  or  profaning:  dis- 
obedience to  parents,  etc. — smoking,  drinking 
alcholic  liquor.) 

To  develop    an    upright    character,    virtues 
such  as  honesty,  loyalty,  reverence,  obedience, 
etc.,  should  be  practised  daily.     Don't  under- 
estimate the  value  of  these  little  things. 
'Sow  a  thought,  you  will  reap  an  act. 
Sow  an  act  and  reap  a  habit. 
Sow  a  habit,  and  reap  a  character. 
Sow  a  character  and  you  will  reap 
an  eternal  destiny.' 
I  see  I  have  just  time  to  tell  you  a  story,  a 
true  story  of  a  young  boy  who  went  with  his 
father,  an  American  Admiral  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  America,  down  to  New  Orleans  in  the 
Southern  part  of  the  United  States  to  quell  a 
treasonable    uprising    of    Aaron     Burr.    The 
Admiral's  son,  David,  about  12  years  of  age. 
went  as  his  cabin  boy. 

An  Admiral  controls  several  shies  as  you 
know,  and  David  was  the  cabin  bov  of  the 
Admiral  of  the  fleet.  He  was  proud  of  his 
position  and  thought  that  he  was  bigger  than 
he  was. 

Unwisely  David  took  up  smoking  and  swear- 
ing. His  father  worried.  He  was  not  a  re- 
ligious man,  but  he  knew  that  those  thines 
would  pollute  that  boy's  life,  especially  while 
he  was  young,  and  he  cautioned  the  sailors  not 
to  take  David  into  their  card  games,  gambling 
or  to  take  him  to  the  bar  and  treat  him  with 
grog.  He  was  learning  to  like  the  grog,  and 
learning  to  like  tobacco,  and  swearine.  and  the 
father  didn't  like  that.  He  was  a  bright  active 
young  boy,  and  the  sailors  liked  to  have  him  in 
the  game.  Before  they  got  to  New  Orleans  the 
father  decided  there  was  only  one  thing  to  do 
— get  David  to  decide  for  himself. 

One  day  after  the  noon  meal,  the  father  dis- 
missed the  officers  but  said  to  David.  "Wait  a 


minute."  After  the  officers  passed  to  their 
various  duties,  the  father  shut  the  door  and 
coming  back  to  David,  said:  "David,  what  do 
you  intend  to  be  when  you  grow  up  to  be  a 
man?" 

David  threw  back  his  shoulders:  "F  intend  to 
follow  the  sea!" 

"Yes,"  said  the  father,  "follow  the  sea.  Be 
a  poor,  miserable  drunken  sailor,  kicked  and 
cuffed  about  before  the  mast  and  die  of  fever 
in  some  foreign  hospital." 

"No,"  said  David,  "1  intend  to  tread  the 
quarter  deck  and  command  as  you  do." 

The  father  said,  "No  David,  no  boy  ever 
trod  the  quarter  deck  with  such  principles  as 
you  have,  and  such  habits  as  you  are  exhibit- 
ing. You  will  have  to  change  your  whole 
course  of  life  if  you  grow  to  be  a  man." 

The  father  walked  out  and  left  David  alone. 

And  as  the  prodigal  son  who  ate  husks  with 
the  swine,  David  came  to  himself — note  that. 
And  he  said  "So  that's  my  life  js  it?  To  be  a 
poor  miserable  sailor,  kicked  and  cuffed  about 
before  the  mast  .  .  .  and  die  of  fever  in  some 
foreign  hospital.  I'll  change  my  life  and  111 
change  it  now.  T'll  never  drink  another  drop 
of  intoxicating  liquor.  I'll  never  take  the  name 
of  God  again  in  vain.  I'll  never  gamble."  And 
he  walked  out  of  the  door.  Tn  about  an  hour 
three  sailors  saw  David  pass  and  said:  "Come 
here,  and  have  a  game  of  cards."  "No  thank 
you,"  said  David.  One  said,  "What's  eating 
the  lad?" 

He  passed  some  who  were  drinking  and  one 
said,  "Come  have  a  drink,  Dave."  "No  thank 
you,  I'm  not  taking  it  any  more."  A  few  said. 
"Stay  with  it,  lad,"  and  David  did 

His  father  quelled  the  treason  of  Aaron 
Burr.  That  is  a  matter  of  United  States  his- 
tory, and  then  returned. 

Years  afterward,  a  banquet  was  given  in  the 
Waldorf  Hotel  in  New  York  city  to  an 
Admiral  who  had  won  distinction  in  the  recent 
war.  He  was  the  honoured  guest  and  when 
the  chairman  arose  to  introduce  him,  he  in- 
troduced Admiral  David  Faggagut  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  who.  when  he  arose  to 
acknowledge  the  welcome,  said  "Should  you 
men  like  to  know  to  what  T  owe  my  success  in 
the  Navy?"  and  a  round  of  applause  was  the 
answer.     And  this  was  what  he  said: 

"It  was  all  owing  to  a  resolution  I  formed 
when  I  was  a  young  boy  12  years  of  age,  act- 
ing as  cabin  boy  to  my  father  who  went  to 
New  Orleans  to  quell  the  treason  of  Aaron 
Burr."    And  then  he  repeated  in  detail,  what  I 
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have  given  you  only  in  a  general  way,  the  con- 
versation between  the  lather  and  himself.  But 
he  added  something  which  I  have  not  given 
you,  when  he  came  to  that  part  where  he  made 
the  resolution — **I  will  never  drink  another 
drop  of  intoxicating  liquor.  I  will  never  take 
the  name  of  God  in  vain,"  and  he  added,  "As 
God  is  my  witness,  I  have  kept  that  now  to 
this  day." 

Fathers  and  mothers,  1  do  not  apologise  for 
taking  this  time  to  illustrate  the  story  of  char- 
acter building  to  these,  your  boys  and  girls, 
because  they  are  your  treasures  of  eternity. 

I  will  conclude  with  a  comment  made  by 
the  same  Rotarion  about  the  value  of  a  son.  I 
think  it  is  the  best  thing  he  has  written: 

"We  have  never  seen  the  Father  here, 

But  we  have  known  the  Son. 

The  finest  type  of  manhood 

Since  the  world  begun. 

And  summing  up  the  works  of  God, 

I  write  with  reverent  pen 

The  greatest  is  the  son  he  sent. 

To  prove  the  lives  of  men. 

The  Lord  did  not  come  down  himself. 

To  prove  to  man  His  worth. 

He  soueht  our  worship  through  the  child. 

He  placed  upon  the  earth. 

How  can  I  best  express  my  life? 

Wherein  does  greatness  lie? 

How  can  I  long  remembrance  win. 

Since  I  am  born  to  die. 

Both  fame  and  gold  are  selfish  things. 

Their  worth  may  quickly  flee. 

But  1  am  father  of  a  boy. 

Who  came  to  speak  for  me. 


In  Him  lies  all  I  hope  to  be, 

His  splendour  shall  be  mine. 

I  shall  have  done  man's  greatest  work 

If  only  he  is  fine. 

For  some  day  he  shall  help  the  world. 

Long  after  I  am  dead 

In  all  that  men  may  say  of  him, 

My  praises  shall  be  said. 

It  matters  not  what  I  should  gain 

Of  fleeting  gold  and  fame, 

My  hope  of  joy  depends  alone 

Of  what  my  boy  shall  claim. 

My  story  must  be  told  through  him. 

For  him  I  work  and  plan, 

Man's  greatest  duty  is  to  be, 

The  father  of  a  man." 
Your  greatest  duty,  my  boy  and  my  girl.  is 
so  to  live  that  you  will  honour  that  father  and 
mothe"  who  have  giver  you  Mich  a  worthy  and 
glorious  name.  You  can  do  that  by  emulating 
in  your  lives  the  thirteenth  Article  of  Faith. 

Keep  your  bodies  unpolluted,  for  we  believe 
in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  —  note  that  — 
virtuous  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men.  If  there 
is  anything  virtuous,  lovely,  of  good  report  or 
praiseworthy,  we  seek  after  these  things. 

God  bless  you  boys  and  girls.  May  He 
sanctify  our  homes,  that  husbands  will  be  kind 
to  wives,  and  wives  considerate  of  husbands, 
and  children  respecting  both,  and  that  in  the 
Church  throughout  the  world,  we  may  point 
with  pride  to  our  home  life,  as  an  example  to 
the  world  in  character  building,  in  faith,  pro- 
motion in  the  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 
God's  only  Begotten  Son,  T  pray  in  His  name. 

AMEN 


New  Counselor  Chosen 


ELDER    LOWELL     D.    WOOD 

the  son  of  Mr.  William  D.  and 
Mrs.  Donna  Wood  from  Glen- 
wood,  Alberta,  Canada,  has  been 
appointed  to  replace  Elder  W.  E. 
Barry  Mayo,  as  Second  Counsel- 
lor in  the  Mission  Presidency. 
He  was  set  apart  January  21, 
1954.  Elder  Wood  arrived  in  the 
Mission  Field  on  April  24th. 
1952,  and  was  assigned  to  labour 
in  the  Transvaal  District.  His 
next  assignment  was  to  Durban 
where  he  served  as  Branch  and 
District  President  and  Supervis- 
ing Elder  of  the  Durban  Branch 


and  Natal  District.  Exceptionally 
fine  results  came  from  his 
Durban  labours,  as  he  put  new 
life  and  vigor  into  the  area 
under  his  supervision.  Now. 
with  the  same  zeal  and  determi- 
nation for  great  achievements, 
he  humbly  accepts  his  new  and 
added   responsibilities. 

Elder  Wood  is  blessed  with  a 
noble  heritage,  as  his  ancestors 
were  early  converts  to  the 
Church  and  have  held  promi- 
nent positions  in  the  Church  for 
many  years.  He  is  capable  and 
worthy  of  his  new  position  and 
will  serve  his  position  well. 


ARRIVALS 

SISTER  GEORGINA  FREDE- 
RICK MARCHANDand  SISTER 
DENISE  MARGARET  OS- 
BORNE arrived  in  Cape  Town 
in  time  to  attend  the  Missionary 
Convention  from  January  13th 
to  19th.  Sister  Marchand  was 
set  apart  as  Mission  President's 
Private  Secretray  on  January 
21st,  and  Sister  Osborne  was  set 
apart  as  Mission  Recorder  and 
Supervisor  of  the  Sunday  School 
and  M.I.A.  organization,  also  on 
the  21st. 

Sister  Marchand  comes  from 
Durban  and  Sister  Osborne  from 
Johannesburg.  We  are  happy  to 
have  them  join  with  us  in  the 
South  African  Mission  forces. 
May  the  Lord  bless  them  with 
happiness  and  success  in  their 
labours. 
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CONVENTION 


PRES.  PARK     j 
1st  Counselor 


■mW.vM 


PRES.  MAYO 

2nd  Counselor 


PRES.   DUNCAN 

Mission  President 


NORA  C.  DUNCAN 

Mission    Relief    Society 
President 


RULON 


ELNA 


DALE 
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ELDER  SALMON 

Mission  Secretary 


ELDER  DAHL 

Mission  Historian 


SISTER  OSBORNE 

Mission  Supervisor  of 
Auxiliaries 


ELDER  CLARKE 

Supervising  Elder 

Transvaal 


ELDER  COLE 

Supervising  Elder 

Northern  Rhodesia 


ELDER  WOOD 

Supervising  Elder 

Durban 


ELDER  WEINHEIMER 

Supervising  Elder 
Port   Elizabeth 


SISTER    MARCHAND 

Private   Secretary   to 
Mission  President 


ELDER  CALDWELL 

Supervising  Elder 
East  London 
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ELDER  BIRKS 

Supervising1  Elder 

Bloemfontein 


ELDER  EVERTON 

Supervising 
Genealogical  Department 


ELDER  KOEVEN 

Supervising  Elder 
Salisbury 


SISTER  EVERTON 
Genealogical  Department 


ELDER  MERCER 

Salisbury 


SISTER  BLACKBURN 
Cape 


ELDER   ELLIOTT 

Cape 


ELDER  FORBUSH 
Cape 


ELDER  GRISMORE 

Cape 
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SISTER    HUSKINSON 

Cape 


ELDER  JENSEN 

Cape 


ELDER  HUTCHINS 

Port   Elizabeth 


ELDER  G.  CHRISTENSEN 
Bulawayo 


ELDER  SAMPSON 

N'Kana 


ELDER  BUNDY 

Transvaal 


ELDER  R.  CHRISTENSEN 
Transvaal 


ELDER  CROWTHER 
Transvaal 


ELDER  DUNN 
Transvaal 
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ELDER  EDDY 
Transvaal 


ELDER  HYER 
Transvaal 


ELDER  FAUX 

Transvaal 


ELDER  JENKINS 

Transvaal 


ELDER  LeBARON 

Transvaal 


ELDER  LEE 

Transvaal 


ELDER  HANSEN 
Transvaal 


«^^ 


■ 


ELDER  JOHANSEN 

Transvaal 
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ELDER  OLSEN 

Transvaal 


ELDER  SESSIONS 

Transvaal 


ELDER  SHERMAN 
Transvaal 


ELDER   TRACY 
Transvaal 


ELDER  WARNER 

Transvaal 


ELDER  KENNARD 

Durban 


ELDER  LOW 

Durban 


ELDER   LYMAN 

Durban 


ELDER  RAGSDALE 

Durban 
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ELDER  SMITH 

Durban 


ELDER  JARMAN 

Bloemfontein 


ELDER  GODFREY 

East  London 


ELDER  FISHER 

Transvaal 


STATISTICS 

BIRTHS 

BEVERLY  ANN  JULYAN,  daughter  of  William 
Wallace  and  Dorothy  (James)  Julyan  was 
born  on  July  1.  1953.  in  Cape  Town. 

INGRID  LUCILLE  UTERMOHLEN,  daughter 
of  Louis  and  Johanna  (Steffelaar)  Utermohlen, 
was  born  on  September  28,  1953,  at  Kroonstad, 
O.F.S. 

BLESSINGS 

ALAN  DUANE  CLARKE,  son  of  Leonard  and 
Joan  (Lodge)  Clarke,  was  born  on  November 
16,  1953,  and  was  blessed  on  December  6, 
1953,  by  his  father  Leonard  Leslie  Clarke  at 


Luanshya,  Northern  Rhodesia. 

PAMELA  MAUD  LAJUNE  NINOW,  daughter 
of  Albert  and  Louise  (Croote)  Ninow  was 
born  on  July  11,  1953,  at  Johannesburg  and 
was  blessed  on  September  6,  1953,  by  Elder 
Daniel  A.  Bundy  at  Ramah. 

ROYALL  EDWARD  STANLEY  CHARSLEY, 
son  of  Douglas  and  Georgina  (Spear)  Charsley 
was  born  on  December  23,  1953,  and  blessed 
by  Elder  Donald  M.  Cole  on  January  3,  1954, 
at  Luanshya. 

BAPTISMS 

ELIZABETHA  MARTINA  (COETZER)  SAN- 
DERS, was  baptised  on  December  20,  1953, 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
George  B.  Everton  at  Ramah.  (Member  of 
Pretoria    Branch). 

ELIZABETHA  MARTINA  SANDERS,  daughter 
of  Frank  and  Elizabeth  (Coetzer)  Sanders 
was  baptised  on  December  20,  1953,  and  con- 
firmed on  the  same  day  by  Elder  George  B. 
Everton  at  Ramah.  (Member  of  Pretoria 
Branch). 

JACQUALYN  DAWN  LOUW,  dauhgter  of  Dirk 
and  Irene  (Smith)  Louw  was  baptised  on 
December  20,  1953,  by  Elder  John  F.  Grismore 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Donald  D.  Salmon  at  Cumorah. 

KENNETH  GEOFFREY  IVOR  COPELAND,  son 
of  Sydney  and  Marie  (Louw)  Copeland  was 
baptised  on  December  13,  1953,  by  Elder  Ben 
R.  Olsen  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Brother   Norman   G.   Muir   at   Ramah. 

DOREEN  PHYLLIS  WARREN,  was  baptised  on 

1  January  17,  1954,  by  Elder  Gerald  W.  Wein- 
hcimer  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder  W.  E.  Barry  Mayo  at  Cape  Town. 
(Member  of  Port  Elizabeth   Branch). 

RICHARD  RODERICK  SIEMS,  son  of  Hennie 
and  Florence  (Smith)  Siems  was  baptised  on 
December  20,  1953,  by  Elder  John  F.  Grismore 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Jack 
E.   Dahl   at   Cumorah. 

FREDA  VERA  HODGES  was  baptised  on  Janu- 
ary 17,  1954,  by  Elder  W.  E.  Barry  Mayo  and 
confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Donald 
D.  Salmon  at  Cumorah. 

(Continued  on  page  34) 
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ELDER  OLSON 


ELDER     GRANT     E.     OLSON 

was  honourably  released  from 
his  missionary  labours  on  Janu- 
ary 24th,  1954.  While  labouring 
in  Bulawayo  Elder  Olson  con- 
tacted an  illness  and  after 
spending  two  weeks  in  the  hospi- 
tal there,  the  Doctor  advised 
President  Duncan  to  send  him 
home  where  he  could  receive  the 
required  medical  attention.  Elder 
Olson  was  quite  reluctant  to 
leave  before  his  two  year  Mission 
had  been  completed,  but  thought 
it  wise  to  follow  the  advice  of 
the  Doctor  and  President  Dun- 
can. So  after  attending  the 
Missionary  Convention  he  flew 
home,  leaving  Cape  Town  on  the 
24th. 

Elder   Olson   laboured   in   Sea 
Point,  Milnerton  and  Pinelands 


SISTER    SCHROEDER 

Served  as  Private  Secretary 
to  Mission  President 

of  the  Cape  District;  N'Kana, 
Northern  Rhodesia  where,  after 
labouring  there  for  a  few 
months,  he  was  appointed  Super- 
vising Elder;  Johannesburg, 
Transvaal;  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S., 
where  he  served  as  Supervising 
Elder  and  Branch  and  District 
President  of  the  Bloemfontein 
Branch  and  District;  Bulawayo, 
where  he  again  served  as  Super- 
vising Elder  and  Branch  and 
District  President. 

May  the  blessings  of  the  Lord 
be  with  Elder  Olson  all  his  days, 
and  may  he  soon  be  restored  to 
full  health  and  strength.  The 
friends  that  Elder  Olson  made 
during  his  twenty-one  months  in 
the  Mission  field  will  always 
remember  him  lor  his  influence 
in  their  lives,  and  for  the  impor- 
tant part  he  played  in  spreading 
forth  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


SISTER   SMITH 

Served  as  Supervisor 
of  Auxiliaries 

SISTERS  ALMA  S. 

SCHROEDER  and  SIGNE  G. 
SMITH  departed  from  Cape 
Town  on  January  27th  after 
completing  honourable  Missions. 
Sister  Schroeder  returned  to  her 
home  in  Krugersdorp  and  Sister 
Smith  to  her  home  in  Johannes- 
burg. Both  these  Sisters  spent 
their  full  year  Mission  labouring 
in  the  Mission  Office,  and  both 
served  their  Heavenly  Father 
faithfully  and  successfully. 

They  are  going  to  be  missed 
considerably  oy  the  missionaries 
and  members  alike,  but  their 
kind  and  considerate  manners 
and  their  devotion  to  the  work 
of  the  Lord  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  all  their  associates.  May 
the  Lord  bless  them  as  they  re- 
turn to  their  homes,  and  may 
they  always  retain  their  fine 
missionary  spirit. 


TRANSFERS 

ELDER    GARY    E.    ELLIOTT 

was  transferred  from  Goodwood, 
Cape  District  to  Port  Elizabeth, 
OP.,  on  January  19.  1954,  to 
labour  with  Elder  Gerald  W. 
Weinheimer. 

ELDER  CHARLES  £. 
MERCER  was  transferred  from 
Salisbury,  Southern  Rhodesia  to 
Uitenhage.  C.P.,  within  the  Port 
Elizabeth  District  to  labour  with 
Elder  Dean  R.  Lindsay,  on 
January  19.  1954. 

ELDER  DEAN  R.  LINDSAY 
was  transferred  from  the  Trans- 
vaal District  to  Uitenhage,  C.P. 


to  labour  with  Elder  Charles  E. 
Mercer,  on  January  19.   1954. 

ELDER  JOHN  F.  GRISMORE 

was  transferred  from  Goodwood, 
Cape  District  to  Durban.  Natal 
on  January  19,  1954. 

ELDER  BYRON  Y.  LOW  was 

transferred  from  Durban.  Natal 
to  Bulawayo.  Southern  Rhodesia 
to  labour  with  Elder  Garn  G. 
Christensen.  on  January  19,  1954. 

ELDER    ELWOOD    V.    EDDY 

was  transferred  from  the  Trans- 
vaal District  to  Salisbury, 
Southern  Rhodesia  on  January 
19.  1954,  to  labour  with  Elder 
Roval  D.  Jensen. 


ELDER    ROYAL    D.    JENSEN 

was  transferred  from  Goodwood. 
Cape  District  to  Salisbury, 
Southern  Rhodesia  on  January 
19.  1954.  to  labour  with  Elder 
Elwood  V.  Eddy. 

ELDER  MERRILL  B.  HAN- 
SEN was  transferred  from  the 
Transvaal  District  to  Welkom, 
O.F.S..  on  January  25.  1954.  to 
labour  with  Elder  Royal  L. 
Christensen. 

ELDER  ROYAL  L.  CHRIST- 
ENSEN was  transferred  from 
the  Transvaal  District  to  Wel- 
kom. O.F.S..  on  January  25.  1954, 
to  labour  with  Elder  Merrill  B 
Hansen. 
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ELDER  JOSEPH   E.   KOEVEN 

was  transferred  from  Salisbury, 
Southern  Rhodesia  to  Good- 
wood, Cape  District  on  January 
19,  1954.  to  labour  with  Elder 
Gary  D.  Forbush. 

ELDER  EARL  J.  HUTCHINS 
was  transferred  from  Port  Eliza- 
beth. C.P.  to  Benoni,  Transvaal 
District  on  January  19,  1954,  to 
labour   with   Elder   Kenneth   L. 

ELDER  W.  E.  BARRY  MAYO 

was  transferred  from  the  Mis- 
sion Office  to  Ramah,  Transvaal 


District  on  January  27,  1954,  to 
labour  with  Elder  Kenneth  A. 
Sherman. 

ELDER    LOWELL    D.    WOOD 

was  transferred  from  Durban, 
Natal  to  the  Mission  Office  qn 
January  19,  1954. 


-//- 


APPOINTMENTS 

ELDER  JOHN  F.  GRISMORE 

was  appointed  Branch  and  Dis- 
trict President  and  Supervising 
Elder  of  the  Durban  Branch  and 
District,  on  January  19,  1954. 


ELDER  BYRON  Y.  LOW  was 

appointed  Branch  and  District 
President  and  Supervising  Elder 
of  the  Bulawayo  Branch  and 
District,  on  January  19,  1954. 

ELDER    ELWOOD    V.    EDDY 

was  appointed  Branch  and  Dis- 
trict President  and  Supervising 
Elder  of  the  Salisbury  Branch 
and  District  on  January  19,  1954. 

ELDER  W.  E.  BARRY  MAYO 

was  appointed  Supervising  Elder 
of  the  Transvaal  District  on 
January  31,  1954. 


STATISTICS  Continued 

MARRIAGES 
JOHANN  PAULUS  BRUMMER  was  married  to 

LILIAN  VIRGINIA  PEREIRA  on  January  22, 

1954,  by  Brother  George  Ganter  at  Ramah. 
DANIEL    PATERSON     was     married    to    Miss 

Eileen    Rosemary    Fletcher    on    January    9th. 

1954,  at  Krugersdorp. 

EMIGRATION 
GEORGE    EDWARD    and    ALICE    IDA   ( DIX- 
PEEK)    KEHL    departed    from    Cape    Town 
aboard  the  Edinburgh  Castle  on  January  1st, 
1954. 


DISTRICT  HIGHLIGHTS 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Elder  John  F.  Grismore, 

2  Enfield  Road,  Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn. 

On  Boxing  day,  a  Municipal  Bus  carrying  75 
members  and  friends  of  the  M.I.A.  rolled  out 
into  the  country  to  Krantzkloof  Falls.  The 
great  scenic  beauty  of  this  spot  made  it  a 
photographers  paradise,  and  an  ideal  spot  for 
a  picnic. 

A  New  Year  Party,  arranged  by  the  M.I.A. 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Engel- 
brecht,  on  New  Years  Eve.  The  evening  was 
concluded  at  a  Midnight  Show. 

On  the  10th  January  we  proudly,  yet  reluc- 
tantly, bid  farewell  to  Sister  Jean  Marchand, 
when  she  left  to  go  on  a  Mission.  A  special 
evening  Service  was  held  in  her  honour  on  the 
3rd,  January  at  which  Elder  Wood  and  Sister 
J.  Wahlburn  were  the  speakers  ,and  Sister  Jean 
very  beautifully  replied. 

At  a  Social  on  the  6th  January,  membes  and 
friends  said  good-bye  to  Sister  Jean  and  to 
Elder  Wood,  who  has  been  our  Branch  Presi- 
dent for  the  past  15  months.  Tokens  of  the 
love  and  appreciation  which  we  have  for  these 
two  fine  people,  were  presented  to  them  at  this 
function.  We  would  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  sincerely  thanking  them  for  their 
work  in  Durban  and  wishing  them  much  happi- 
ness in  their  new  callings. 


Over  the  second  weekend  in  January,  twenty- 
five  members  and  investigators  of  our  Branch 
made  their  way  to  Johannesburg  by  train  and 
car,  to  meet  President  McKay  and  his  wife. 
This  wonderful  privilege  will  long  live  in  our 
hearts  and  in  our  memories. 

We  have  had  two  hospital  cases  in  our 
Branch  of  late.  Sister  Seaward  is  now  at 
home,  convalescing  after  a  remarkable  recovery 
from  a  heart  attack  and  haemorrhage.  Elder 
Kennard  has  been  in  hospital  for  almost  a 
month  now,  suffering  from  injuries  sustained 
in  a  fall  at  Krantzkloof,  on  Boxing  Day.  It  is 
our  sincere  prayer  that  both  these  folks  will 
be  completely  restored  to  health,  by  the  time 
this  report  goes  to  press. 

SPRINGS   BRANCH 

Branch  President:     H.  Hugo, 
•  51  Athlone  Avenue,  Strubenvale,  Springs. 

Reported  by  Mavis  E.  Louw. 

The  members  of  the  Springs  Branch  said 
farewell  to  1953  by  having  a  progressive  dinner, 
which  was  very  well  organised  by  Sister  Nola 
Troskie.  About  50  people  took  part,  and  all 
thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves.  We  are  grate- 
ful for  the  support  that  we  received  from  the 
Benoni  members.  After  doing  the  rounds  to 
the  different  homes,  we  all  assembled  at  the 
home  of  Mom  and  Pop  Futter.  Here  we 
danced  and  sang  songs  till  it  was  time  to  usher 
in  the  New  Year  1954.  The  Springs.  Benoni 
and  Brakpan  missionaries  were  welcome  guests. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Phyllis  Armstrong 
on  Winning  the  East  Dagga  Ladies  Handicap 
Bowls  Title. 

All  other  news  seems  to  be  of  no  account 
when  we  think  of  that  glorious  day  when  the 
plane  taxied  down  the  tarmac  at  the  Jan  Smuts 
airport  with  our  beloved  President  and  Sister 
McKay.  We  will  never  forget  that  moment 
when  President  and  Sister  McKay,  accom- 
panied by  President  Reiser,  stepped  out  of  the 
plane.  It  will  remain  so  vivid  in  the  minds  of 
the  faithful  saints.  Then  the  voices  of  400 
Saints  singing  'We  Thank  Thee  Oh  God  For 
a  Prophet'  was  just  too  much  for  one  to  hold 
back  the  tears  of  joy. 

On  Sunday  we  had  that  privilege  which  few 
of  us  ever  thought  we  would  experience  in  this 
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land  of  ours,  to  hear  the  Prophet  of  God  speak. 
What  a  message!  Can  we  doubt  the  divinity 
of  the  Gospel  when  one  speaks  like  President 
McKay  speaks.  We  are  thankful  for  the  bless- 
ing we  have  had  in  associating  with  President 
McKay  in  our  own  land. 

We  are  happy  to  have  our  missionaries  back 
again,  and  welcome  Elder  Crowther  to  Springs. 

Our  congratulation  to  Brother  Johan 
Brummer  of  the  District  Presidency,  on  his 
marriage  to  Sister  Lilian  Pereira.  We  wish 
them  the  very  richest  of  blessings. 

Congatulatfbns  to  Brother  Hugo  who  has 
again  been  called  as  Branch  President  of  the 
Springs  Branch,  to  succeed  Brother  Reaford 
Futter.  As  counselors  he  has  chosen  Brother 
Stemmet  and  Brother  Alex  Wilson. 
RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Norman   G.   Muir, 

187  Kitchener  Avenue,  Bez.  Valley. 

Reported  by   Mary  Millan   Stark. 

Best  wishes  are  extended  to  Sister  Mary  Vice 
who  has  now  recovered  from  a  seven  months 
illness.  Since  Sister  Vice's  transfer  to 
Westonaria  she  had  been  missed  at  Ramah 
meetings,  but  we  have  enjoyed  meeting  with 
her  once  again.  We  are  happy  to  report  that 
Sister  Kelly,  Snr.  has  enjoyed  better  health 
lately  and  has  been  able  to  meet  with  the 
Saints  again. 

A  Testimonial  was  held  this  month  for  Denise 
Osborne  who  is  going  on  a  full-time  mission  at 
Cumorah.  We  are  all  going  to  miss  Denise  as 
she  has  been  a  faithful  worker  in  all  the 
auxiliaries,  especially  in  the  M.I. A.  Ramah 
members  are  proud  to  wish  Denise  health  and 
happiness  on  her  mission. 

Ramah  Branch  Conference  was  held  on  the 
17th  when  talks  were  given  in  the  morning  by 
the  younger  members  who  spoke  on  the  living 
of  the  more  abundant  life.  The  Transvaal 
District  Presidency  was  represented  by  Brother 
Johan  Brummer.  The  evening  service  was 
addressed  by  Ken  Sutherland  and  Norman  G 
Muir  who  spoke  on  the  auxiliaries,  and  Brother 
Hans  Rohde  also  attended  to  represent  the  Dis- 
trict. 

Ramah  was  packed  to  capacity  on  the  2nd 
January  when  Sister  Lilian  Perreira  and 
Brother  Johan  Brummer  became  man  and  wife. 
The  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  by 
Brother  George  Ganter  and  the  bride  was  given 
away  by  her  step-father,  Mr.  Reckas.  Lilian 
made  a  beautiful  bride  and  her  three  brides- 
maids, Miriam  Reckas,  Jean  Sutherland  and 
Sister  Brummer,  complete  with  tiny  Theonie 
Reckas  formed  an  attractive  group.  After  the 
signing  of  the  register  the  guests  assembled  in 
the  Duncan  Hall  where  beautiful  floral  decora- 
tions and  lively  orchestra  added  to  the  enter- 
tainment. All  present  wished  this  popular 
young  couple  a  life  of  happiness  which  we 
know  will  be  spent  in  the  service  of  the  Lord. 

Sympathy  is  extended  to  Harry  Sharp  who  is 
a  patient  in  the  General  Hospital,  and  best 
wishes  are  offered  for  a  speedy  recovery. 

Congratulations  to  Calvin  Donly  who  com- 
peted in  the  Canoe  Races  from  Pietermaritz- 
burg  as  he  and  his  companion  were  awarded 
prizes  for  bravery  during  the  race. 

(For  details  concerning  Pres.  McKay's  visit 
to  Johannesburg,  read  page  18>. 


BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Elder  Orval  J.  Birks, 

25   Orange  Street,   Bloemfontein. 

Reported   by   Johanna   Utermohlen. 

The  women  met  for  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Relief  Society  for  the  year  1953,  which  was 
closed  with  a  fitting  word  by  the  president. 
Sister  Daubney. 

December  was  truly  a  very  busy  and  exciting 
month  which  started  off  with  a  Christmas 
party  for  the  entire  Branch,  held  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Spear.  Our  Father 
Christmas  had  strangely  enough  a  typical 
American  accent.  something  like  Elder 
Jarman's.  The  grown  ups  had  as  much  fun  as 
the  children  when  all  the  persents  were  handed 
out.  After  having  eaten  a  lovely  supper,  pre- 
pared by  the  sisters  of  the  branch,  all  went  well 
satisfied  homeward. 

On  Boxing  day.  the  whole  branch  met  at 
Mazelspoort  pleasure  resort,  where  a  delightful 
picnic  was  held.  It  was  a  most  satisfying  day, 
and  all  went  home  at  sunset  with  some  pleasant 
memories. 

We  are  sad  to  state  that  we  are  losing  two 
members  from  our  Branch.  Brother  and  Sister 
van  Rooyen  have  left  Bloemfontein  to  settle 
with  their  son  in  Durban.  We  all  wish  them 
the  very  best  and  much  happiness  in  their  new 
home. 

Only  three  of  the  Bloemfontein  Branch  mem- 
bers were  fortunate  enough  to  see  and  hear 
President  and  Sister  McKay  and  President 
Reiser  while  visiting  Johannesburg.  We  wish 
President  and  Sister  McKay  a  very  happy 
journey  to  South  America,  and  hope  that  he 
will  take  some  favourable  impressions  of  the 
South  African  Latter-day  Saints  with  him. 

MOWBRAY    BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Alwin  Hubert. 

129  Beach  Road,  Mouille  Point. 

Reported   by   Beatrice   E.    Smith. 

We  have  been  pleased  to  have  Brother 
Terblanche  from  Northern  Rhodesia  wtih  us. 
and  we  feel  sure  that  he  has  enjoyed  his  stay 
in  the  Cape.  Another  visitor  during  the  festive 
season  is  Sister  Leonora  Joubert,  who  has 
brought  young  Gary  down  from  Durban  for  a 
short  stay. 

The  M.I.A.  held  a  progressive  dinner  party 
by  way  of  celebrating  the  New  Year  in.  We 
wish  to  thank  Sisters  Williams.  Helm  and 
Heyne  for  giving  us  the  free  run  of  their  homes 
for  serving  some  of  the  courses. 

Some  of  the  young  people  went  camping  for 
the  New  Year  week-end.  and  their  report  is 
that  they  had  a  wonderful  time. 

Brother  George  and  Sister  Ida  Kehl  left  for 
the  United  States  on  New  Year's  Day.  We  pray 
that  they  may  find  true  happiness  in  their  new 
home. 

Sister  Clarissa  Bibb  has  had  to  spend  the 
New  Year  in  hospital.  We  trust  that  this  rest 
is  going  to  restore  her  to  full  health  once 
again. 

The  Branch  Presidency  spoke  to  us  on  the 
evening  of  January  3rd.  and  gave  us  some  sound 
advice  for  the  New  Year.  The  talks  given  by 
Brothers  Hubert,  Smith  and  Helm  were  all 
very  much  appreciated. 

Brother  Alfred  Shelver  has  been  suffering 
from  a  severe  bout  of  tonsilitis.    Little  Eleanor 
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Smith  has  been  in  the  "Monastery"  to  have  her 
tonsils  removed,  while  her  elder  sister,  Annette, 
has  had  a  broken  elbow. 

We  wish  to  welcome  Sister  Jean  Marchand 
from  Durban  and  Sister  Denise  Osborne  from 
Johannesburg  to  Cape  Town,  where  they  will 
serve  as  full-time  Missionaries. 

Sunday.  January  10th,  began  the  great  Influx 
of  missionaries  and  members  from  all  parts  of 
Southern  Africa;  the  missionaries  to  attend 
convention  and  both  the  missionaries  and  mem- 
bers to  see  and  hear  President  McKay. 

Brother  H.  Hubert.  Snr.,  who  recently  under- 
went a  serious  operation  was  so  intent  on 
seeing  and  hearing  President  McKay  that  he 
received  special  release  from  the  hospital  on 
Conference  Sunday.  We  were  happy  to  see  him 
and  pray  that  he  will  soon  be  well. 

On  Sunday  17th.  afternoon,  we  had  a  fine 
baptismal  service  at  'Cumorah,'  when  Sisters 
Doreen  Warren  and  Freda  Hodges  were  bap- 
tised We  extend  sincere  congratulations  to 
these  two  sisters  and  welcome  them  into  the 
Church. 

Hearty  congratulations  to  Sister  Hilda  le 
Roux.  who  was  married  to  Mr.  Harry  Hobson 
at  the  beginning  of  January.  We  trust  that  they 
will  be  happy  in  their  married  life. 

(For  details  on  Pres.  McKay's  visit  to  Cape 
Town,  read  article  on  page  18). 

LUANSHYA   BRANCH 

Branch  President:    Douglas  Charsley. 

130  "E"  Avenue,  Luanshya. 

Reported  by   Jeanne  Charsley. 

The  attendance  at  Branch  meetings  has  been 
very  small  during  the  past  month  on  account 
of  the  holidays. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  back  the  van  de 
Venter  family  who  have  combined  business  with 
pleasure  and  done  a  good  deal  of  genealogical 
work  while  on  leave. 

The  Charsley  family  were  very  thrilled  to 
welcome  a  new  son,  on  December  23rd.  'Royall 
Edward  Stanley  Charsley'  was  blessed  by  Elder 
Donald  M.  Cole  on  January  3rd. 

EAST  LONDON   BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Elder  A.  Lemoyne  Caldwell. 

4  Baynes  Street,  Berea,  E.L. 

Reported  by  Theodora  Booysen. 

During  the  holidays  many  of  the  children 
were  able  to  go  away  for  a  while.  Ian  McCallum 
spent  a  couple  of  weeks  at  Bonza  Bay  while  his 
sister  Sheenagh  went  to  stay  with  her  Grannie 
on  the  Quigney.  Mrs.  Booysen  took  Joy,  Ivan 
and  Pixie  to  Aliwal  North  and  they  returned 
looking  wonderfully  well  and  sunburnt. 

After  a  hectic  Christmas  and  New  Year  the 
East  London  Members  were  only  too  glad  to 
return  to  normal  and  spend  a  quiet  January. 
However,  for  those  who  were  privileged  to 
travel  to  Cape  Town  to  meet  President  and 
Sister  McKay  and  President  Reiser,  it  has  been 
a  month  which  will  live  in  their  memories  for 
ever.  We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  thank  those  members  of  the  Cape  Town 
Branch  who  opened  their  homes  to  us  and 
were  so  kind  to  us  while  we  were  there.  For 
those  who  hadn't  been  tc  Cape  Town  before  it 
was  certainly  wonderful  to  se?  the  Chapel,  hear 
the  choir  sing,  and  meet  the  members  there, 
and  to  the  others  it  was  really  thrilling  to  visit 
you  and  renew  acquaintances. 


On  the  24th  all  those  who  had  attended  the 
meetings  in  Cape  Town  were  called  upon 
during  both  our  Sunday  School  and  Sacrament 
services  to  tell  of  their  wonderful  experience 
which  they  had  had  and  to  impart  some  of  their 
feelings  and  impressions  of  our  beloved  Presi- 
dent McKay  and  his  dear  wife.  Those  who 
had  looked  forward  to  hearing  'all  about  it' 
were  certainly  not  disappointed  as  very  fine 
reports  were  given  and  the  enthusiasm,  the 
sincerity,  the  wonderful  spirit  which  was  ex- 
perienced in  Cape  Town  was  brought  back  to 
East  London  and  inspired  all  those  who  were 
present. 

PORT   ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

Branch   President:     Clarence  Doller, 

18  Caithness  Road,  Walmer,  P.E. 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Clarence  Doller 
and  June  Warren  on  their  engagement.  We 
wish  them  lots  of  luck  and  happiness  in  the 
future. 

On  Thursday  night  the  7th,  the  M.I.A.  held 
a  watermelon  feast  on  the  beach.  It  was  also 
a  farewell  to  Elder  Hutchins,  who  is  being 
transferred  to  another  branch.  We  wish  him 
luck  in  his  new  labours. 

Excitement  was  great  when  we  heard  Presi- 
dent McKay  was  to  visit  South  Africa,  and 
many  of  our  members  made  arrangements  to 
go  to  Cape  Town  to  get  a  chance  of  hearing 
him,  when  he  was  due  to  attend  the  conference 
there. 

BENONI   NEWS 
Reported  by   Maud   Taggart. 

The  members  from  Benoni  who  attended 
Springs  Branch  'Progressive  Dinner'  on  New 
Years  Eve,  thank  them  for  a  most  enjoyable 
evening.  It  was  a  novel  way  of  seeing  the  Old 
Year  go. 

We  are  indeed  thankful  for  the  privilege  of 
meeting  President  and  Sister1  McKay.  This 
event  we  shall  remember  all  our  lives.  May  the 
Lord  bless  and  be  with  them  always. 

Sister  Tanzarella  is  away.  We  hope  she  has 
a  pleasant  holiday. 

Elder  Lee  returned  today  from  the  Mission 
Conference,  bringing  with  him  Elder  Hutchins, 
to  whom  we  extend  a  hearty  welcome,  and  may 
the  Lord  bless  him  in  his  new  field. 

It  is  regretted  that  we  were  unable  to  wish 

Elder  Lindsay  farewell,  but  trust  his  work  in 

fresh  pastures  will  be  happy  and  fruitful. 

PRETORIA   BRANCH 

Branch  President:    Lionel  Bibb, 

282  Preller  St.,  Muckleneuk,  Pretoria. 

Reported  by   Sheila  Bibb. 

Sister  Frank  Sanders  and  her  two  eldest 
children  were  baptised  by  EVier  Everton  the 
day  he  left  Pretoria. 

Pretoria  members  were  thrilled  about  Presi- 
dent McKay's  visit  and  most  of  the  members 
went  to  the  airport  on  the  9th  to  welcome  the 
visitors. 

A  good  representation  from  the  Pretoria 
Branch  was  also  present  at  the  two  sessions  of 
Conference  held  the  following  day  at  Johannes- 
burg.    It  was  truly  a  day  to  remember. 

We  were  happy  to  see  Brother  Everton  of 
Port  Elizabeth  who  attended  one  of  our  ser- 
vices. We  are  also  happy  to  welcome  Sister 
van  der  Merwe  of  East  London  who  has  come 
to  make  her  home  in  Pretoria. 
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